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ally comes understand that there will cure. 
Then his concern hide his knowledge his im- 
pending death from the love and pity his family. And 


Cormier, Robert Now and the Hour 
Coward-McCann. Aug. 1960. 189p. $3.00. 


This one the most beautiful novels that has come 


print this season, deeply moving, exquisitely simple. 
the story Alphege LeBlanc’s last three months 
life, while lies dying cancer his mortgaged 
home New England town which has worked 
for years bench hand celluloid-products 
factory. surrounded his devoted wife, his chil- 
dren, his factory friends. His pain, after the removal 
alung and the discovery bone cancer his arm, 
But his courage and his fears, his weak- 
ness body and strength soul are honestly por- 
that the reader knows instinctively that this 
the way man should die, with the grace God. Alph 
not complicated man, the way the 
and psychoanalysts. His greatest struggle 
try, interludes between overwhelming waves 
agony, understand the meaning his life, the prob- 
lem death. For time hopes for cure; but gradu- 


his passing gives him dignity all too rare current 
fiction. man’s faith, his love his family and his 
family’s devotion him, his honest appraisal himself 
are here set forth masterly fashion that raises this 
novel close sublime fiction. Robert Cormier never 
produces another novel, has won stature this 
first novel that will envied. Now and the Hour 
recommended all readers, without reservations. 


Grady, 


Weidman, Jerome Before You 
Random House. July 25,1960. 437p. $4.95. (IIb) 

Benjamin Franklin Ivey first comes into the life Julie 
Sarno when she eleven years old, living coldwater 
flat above her loutish father’s barber shop, with her 
older sister Celia and her long-suffering mother. Ben 
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associate director nearby settlement house, be- 
comes intrigued the Sarno family, helps the drunken 
barber make profit the hundreds white gloves 
all for the right hand, which had invested with 
hope making killing, and becomes enamored the 
beautiful Celia. Celia stenographer for one the 
partners law firm, uptown the business district, 
and she hates the squalor her life the Lower East 
Side. the eve being fired from his job, Ben 
disappears for six years, then suddenly turns 
crucial moment when, because the closing the 
banks 1932, Julie trying cash check for 
$500.00 for her sister’s boss. Julie falls love with 
Ben almost once, but dismayed when, the next 
evening Celia tells her that Ben going marry her. 
Again Ben goes off, his job Oregon, and instructs 
Celia follow him. Julie sent along her mother 
make sure that her older sister marries before priest. 
the eveof the much delayed wedding, Ben again goes 
off, this time Washington, and Celia commits suicide. 
Years later, England just prior the invasion the 
continent, Julie again encounters Ben, now powerful 
political figure secret mission, and although she has 
hated him the cause her sister’s death, she finally 
consents assist him applying the old peasant 
remedy her father had used Ben bring him round 
from attack hysterical paralysis. The peasant 
remedy form cupping and Ben had had the old 
battered case with the glass cups, but did not seem 
work him unless one the Sarno’s applied them. 


Julie realizes that Ben’s attack just before the crucial 
secret meeting result fear and feels sure that Ben 
danger. She returns warn him, but succeeds 
only having taken along with the small group 
order preserve its anonymity. She insists learning 
the real facts behind Celia’s death and finally realizes 
that instead hating Ben, she can again love him. 
However, also that face his fears 
and risk the danger escorting the key person for the 
success the invasion the continent. returns, 
Julie will waiting. 

The story highly improbable, but the writing 
persuasive that one convinced spite one’s self 
that might actually have happened thus. The back- 
grounds New York, Lower Manhattan and the 
upper Bronx, Oregon and London are exception- 
ally well-done. The characters, too, are lifelike and 
life-size. two scenes necessary background 
and plot development are handled tastefully enough not 
shock adult readers and certainly not detract from 
the overall effect this eminently readable novel 
the author The Enemy Camp. 


Grady, S.J. 


Pattison, Jane Gale. The First Sip Wine 
Crowell. July 18, 1960. 210p. $3.95 (IIb) 

This first novel young Vassar graduate yet 
another variation the “bonjour theme, the 
sexual awakening spoiled sixteen-year-old mother- 
less child who, while New England finishing school, 
forms friendship with her teacher French, Madame 
Valentin, and improbably asked accompany her 
and her gentleman friend and his nephew two- 


week cruise around Cape Cod. That Madame 
shocked find Carey and the stout young nephew 
passionate embrace and sends her precipitously back 
her home Washington and the custody Flanagan, 
her absent father’s Irish housekeeper does not save this 
from being banal and silly feminine daydream. The 
book dubious tribute Vassar its Centennial, 


Silone, Ignazio 
Atheneum. July 18, 1960. 240p. $4.00. (IIb) 
There are thirty years separating the first version this 
passionate indictment greed and bureaucratic tyranny 
and the present revised version newly translated 
Harvey Fergusson II. The first version was written while 
Silone was living Switzerland exile from the 
Fascist regime his native Italy; the second, reflecting 
some the change attitude but none the com 
passionate hatred avarice and political exploitation 
the meek, the first publication the novel 
Italian. Fontamara wretchedly poor mountain 
lage Abruzzi; its people are hardworking, simple, gen- 
erous folk, but considerably idealized Silone’s 
traits. The manipulation government wealthy 
landowners deprive the peasants their little 
holdings authentic enough, however angry the author 
with such manifestations. But hardly fair let 
the only representative the Church slovenly 
and craven Don Abacchio, even though there such 
scrapegrace members the clergy here and there. 
tragic story with awkward allegory the end. 
deserves thoughtful reading. 


White, Leslie Turner Lord Fancy 
Doubleday. July 12,1960. 286p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Darcy Scott’s father wants him become teacher like 
himself. But Darcy attracted the prize-ring rather 
than the class-room. even dreams winning the 
heavyweight title when knocks out Matt 
who had retired the undefeated champion 
land. But hardly had this bout ended when hears 
how Sir Morgan Chesney has tried unsuccessfully 
make love his childhood sweetheart, Laura Lederly. 
Upon meeting Sir Morgan unable control his 
temper, and unceremoniously throws the nobleman into 
public fountain the presence cheering mob. 


Darcy now like hunted animal, for Sir Morgan 
man wealth and magistrate wields great 
influence. But his uncle, Phil O’Rourke, suddenly 
pears after long absence from England and helps him 
escape London. There Uncle Phil secures the 
financial backing wealthy duchess and arranges 
for bout between his nephew and Slasher Rucker, the 
number one challenger for the heavyweight title. But 
while training Darcy waylaid one night 
who have been hired Chesney, the Slasher’s 
pal supporter. Thinking him dead his attackers 
throw him into the river. But Darcy rescued and 
into hiding. 

According the boxing rules those days (the yeat 
1791), all the money bet Darcy would have 
forfeited did appear the ring the 
specified. This held true even one the contestants 


had become sick died. The friends Slasher, 
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knew what had happened, were naturally betting 
their favorite. Their consternation may imagined 
when Darcy suddenly appeared the last possible 
moment, none the worse for his trying ordeal. There 
was time-limit the contest. round then meant 
that one the pugilists had been knocked the floor. 
Fighting was resumed after half minute’s rest. the 
end the fifty-fifth round the Slasher was unable 
continue and Darcy was declared the winner. The 
Prince Wales, who was there incognito, saved Darcy 
fom the rage Sir Morgan, who had lost all his 
possessions result the fight. 


novel. There something happening every chapter. 
Leslie White, the well-known author, gives in- 
into phase English life that you not find 
the ordinary text-books social history. But unfortun- 
ately his characters use too much profanity, and 
also goes too far his account Darcy’s love-affair 
with French countess who had been forced the 
Revolution emigrate England. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Pearce, Moira Sunset Touch 
Scribner. July 29, 1960. 356p. $3.95. 


The reader who surmises that the title Sunset Touch 
introduces interlude pastoral memoirs for 
surprise big that experienced those who looked 
into Snowdrops from Curate’s Garden thinking 
book meditations. Moira Pearce’s first novel seems 
have been written Peyton Place for the middle- 
aged. Here one finds Mrs. Miniver hustling across 
Green Park with plucky stride and armful half- 
opened crysanthemums, but bevy frumpy house- 
wives suffering from silhouette sag and half-shut bed- 
room doors. the age when children are grown and 
they themselves are about shelved purposeless 
pensioners world that hurrying past them, they 
spend their time arbitrating between resurgent libidos, 
which like flames quicken activity they are about 
flicker out, and addlepated elders who are appor- 
tioned among them least one family and some- 
how give the impression that science the twentieth 
century prolonging life merely has succeeded pro- 
ducing generation struldbrugs. group people 
who are soon senior citizens themselves this ma- 
spectacle tedious old age truly might 
enough set one clawing desperately life seeking 
some release. Author Pearce, however, seems make 
nothing the fact that her people are without philo- 
spiritual commitments any kind and 
therefore, since only the physical life has mattered 
them, must expect old age, with its onset multifarious 
just the chamber horrors she 
describes, 


Moira Pearce scion Breadloaf. She writes 
though she took course entitled, “How Get Your 
Novel Done—though Wife and Mother.” The gimmick 
seems complete change scene with each chap- 
suggesting that each was drafted sitting and 
lovingly, painfully, and occasionally cleverly touched 
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later with few interpolations from hubby and 
few well-phrased bits suggested lively conversation 
patient instructor. One further suspects that good 
deal hearsay has gone into this novel, for despite 
some saucy passages, the author seems too much lady 
convince the reader that she really knows what she 
talking about. She plays her part Cornelia Otis 


Skinner might she decided field-work for 


essay entitled, “My One Night Stand Minsky 
Queen.” diehard respectability hovers over her seduc- 
tions and irreverences that they seem, the last 
analysis, mere wishful thinking, bad taste, quaint, and 


never convincing. 
John McAleer, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 


Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Golon, Sergeanne Angelique and the King 
Lippincott. June 15,1960. 479p. $4.95. (Ila) 

appears from this point vantage that long 
the art reading lasts are going deluged, 
home and abroad, with historical novels. Most 
them are involved with reasonably bad history and 
atrociously poor novels. One look the busty cover 
Angelique and the King sufficient convince you 
that new shipment tripe has arrived. You are 
for surprise. The novel darn good. 


Angelique and the King picks the career An- 
gelique after she has squirmed hope was only 
squirmed her way into marriage with her cousin 
Phillippe, Marquis Plessis, Marshal France, and 
Master King’s Hunt. She manages circumvent her 
husband’s rather violent plotting, aimed keeping her 
away from Versailles, and manages also fall under 
the lecherous eye Louis XIV most dramatic 
fashion. From here her career runs gallop. For 
nearly 500 pages she cheats, lies, seduces, and thinks her 
way right the top the heap until Louis XIV 
ready take her into his ample and somewhat crowded 
bed, has long since taken her confidante and 
advisor. She never actually reached the bed—and this 
achieved most astonishing feat intellectual 
legerdemain that keeps the King’s friendship while sav- 
ing whatever shreds are left her honor. 


all sounds fairly corny and awfully standard. Actu- 
ally isn’t. The first 100 pages the book are about 
prosaic anything have read recently, but the 
team authors writing this book under one name picks 
full head steam from there and the total effect 
excellent writing job, well plotted, walking the line 
sheer silliness, delicately, delightfully, and very pos- 
sibly very profitably. For about penny page makes 
good adult reading for hot summer evenings. 


Francis O’Gorman 


Kinney, Harrison 

Has Anybody Seen Father? 
Simon and Schuster. July 11, 1960. 304p. $3.95. (IV) 
Walter Hinsdale, thirty-six, fifteen-thousand-dollar-a- 
year architectural editor, one but four men the 
editorial floor (the thirtieth floor) Better Families. 
There are one hundred and sixteen employees the 
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editorial floor. lives with his wife, four young daugh- 
ters, and his mother-in-law suburban development 
known Grenadier Farms. Each morning picked 
woman co-editor and together they catch the 
commuter’s train and sit side side the city. this 
women’s world, Walter begins feel that invisi- 
ble all them. begins question his masculinity 
and wonder whether his own outlook and response 
might not even now conditioned his ceaseless con- 
tact with the feminine sex. The entire novel deals with 
Walter Hinsdale’s struggle with himself and his attempt 
justify his being. 

There too much too little. All the ingredients are 
there for good story but unfortunately becomes 
rather boring. Undoubtedly, the habit too many mar- 
tinis lunch, sleeping with your neighbor’s wife, en- 
gaging so-called sophisticated conversation are all 
part certain small percentage the American way 
life, but Harrison Kinney has failed make the 
characters Has Anybody Seen Father? seem any- 
thing other than group amateur theatrical aspirants. 
even has Walter resign his position with Better 
Families and apply for position with friend who 
member architectural firm. desperate reasser- 
tion self? 


Harrison Kinney has been associated with several maga- 
zines but now devoting himself full-time writing. 
married former assistant editor Life 
Magazine. They have three daughters and infant son 
and live within commuting distance New York. 


You can better than this one, Mr. Kinney. 


Carmen Collier, 
Los Angeles, California 


Fitzgerald, Scott Taps Reveille 
Scribner’s. 341p. $4.50. July 25, 1960. 

This volume represents the last Fitzgerald’s work: 
the last book published and his last short story col- 
lection. Ten the stories here are unavailable any 
other volume. These eighteen stories were written be- 
tween 1928 and 1932 and contain some his most 
sensitive and mature writing. Inevitably the stories are 
uneven quality and effect. Five are about Basil Duke 
Lee, the Lost Generation’s Holden Caufield and three 
concern Josephine Perry, “speed” who often “raised 
the deuce.” These innocent creatures move through the 
pink glow the nostalgic Wilderness” atmosphere 
pre-World War America. 


“Crazy Sunday” takes the strange region the 
movie capital the world and see its peculiar fauna 
their native habitat. Local color also well handled 
“Family the Wind,” Faulkner-like tale tor- 
nado and what did small town and its families. 
“Last the Belles” also takes south Fitzgerald 
combines study the old and new south with con- 
sideration war-time romance against peace-time 
reality. “One Interne” well captures the atmosphere 
and details life medical center, with its routine, 
its crises, and its ironies. 

typical Fitzgerald may found the short, extreme- 


competent “The Night Chancellorsville.” The 
Civil War scene accurate and carefully presented 


anything Margaret Mitchell ever did. “The Fiend” 
vengeance tale which might have been written 
Maupassant. But Short Trip Home” 
sion into the macabre which doesn’t come off. There 
atmosphere the praeternatural and warning 
that the tale about enter the occult. 

Most typical and perhaps the best work the volume 
appears the three stories the Lost 
“Babylon Revisited” masterpiece and needs 
scription. “Two Wrongs” tender, poignant love story 
the troubles artistic couple who find and 
each other and ultimately discover themselves. 
esty” shows wealthy, spoiled, poor-little-rich girl, 
bouncing around America and Europe and finally 
ing queen some tiny Balkan territory. story 
rich irony, realism, and contemporary insight. 

these stories all the boys attend dream 
ing Yale, Princeton, Harvard. All the girls Miss 
Benbower’s School their way Brearley. Vacations 
are spent Greenbriar Lake Forest and the acme 
social achievement invitation the New 
ven Prom. This Fitzgerald’s upper-middle-class world, 
world youth soon saddened and embittered 
the realism and cynicism war. Fitzgerald self- 
consciously puts his first story: they were 
sitting with disarming quiet upon the still unhatched 
eggs the mid-twentieth century.” The stories move 
and harden from this point the end “Babylon 
visited” where the epitaph for his generation stated: 
“He wasn’t young any more, with lot nice thoughts 
and dreams have himself.” 

The volume seems have been edited haste. There 
are more typographical errors than can recall seeing 


any recent book. 
Stephen Laut, S.J. 


Bluestone, George 
The Private World Cully Powers 
Doubleday. July 22,1960. 284p. $3.95. (IIb) 


How can recruit novelist enter the army the pub- 
lished and hope succeed with subject matter that 
routine? Has become increasingly difficult write 
anything new against background sameness, trite 
situations, the familiar surroundings boot camp? Can 
anything ever original about that segment young 
man’s life that most unoriginal? These are the 
tions that crop when any new novel about training 
camp life written. Further complicating the problem 
that breed writers from the workshops who teach, 
know their craft well, write exceptionally competent 
prose, but who nonetheless find the going rough 
translating their experiences fictional form. George 
Bluestone, who teaches English the University 
Washington, one these writers. His novel 
urally perfect; his hero believable without being obvi- 
ous; his ear for army dialogue (and dialect) sonically 
attuned; yet, feel, just misses passing basic. 


Cully Powers ’cruit from New York, oddball who 
fouls the detail every turn, who has “spooks” 
haunting his every attempt gung-ho soldier. 
that typical trainee who, like Hargrove and Andy 
Griffiths, his own worst enemy. looks sad-sack 
his uniform; scores perfect bull’s-eyes another 
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Second Louie for falling asleep detail; performs 
the three s’s perfection but thrown the stockade 
because unauthorized foray into town looking for 
one lousy button; disillusioned the ease 
conquest with camp follower. Most this 
ground, but somewhat compensated 
Cully the dreamer, inventor tall tales, pathetic liar 
relatives, vicarious liver life variance with 
the army, infinitely more valuable human than 
modern army’s inhuman generals, lieutenants, and 
sergeants. 

Private Powers interesting new character, but some- 
how the plot fails him. Hollywood, seems, dictates 
this: after Powers, having decided that the best way 
not soldier all, saves his platoon from 
destruction during maneuvers running away, 
accorded full military parade, but during presentation 
his “for-a-chair,” his pants fall down. And sense 
naive justice dictates this: Private Hardiman (George 
Bluestone) beats that Yankee-baiting, harassing 
cadre man, Sgt. Rogers. Also this: Sgt. (tough, hard, 
but heart gold) Croman finally beats the Franken- 
stein out statue-faced Lt. Flint after that bucking-for- 
First-Louie had striped Powers’ rearend with sapling. 
sum up: character drawing shows invention ever 
new, but Prof. Bluestone should not follow blueprints 
handling routine stuff like the army. 

John Murray, 


University Scranton 


Clark, Billy Long Row Hoe 
Crowell. July 11, 1960. 233p. $4.50. 

“Poor folks have long row hoe this world.” This 
the carefully documented theme and message 
admirable autobiography. Billy Clark was born Ken- 
tucky (thanks some rapid street car transportation), 
near the confluence the Big Sandy and the Ohio 
Rivers. His life story inextricably connected with the 
and the creek bottoms near his home. Poverty 
here; but Billy and his family are never resentful 
bitter. Want and hunger are every day realities like 
the rain and sun and are met humorously, doggedly, 
and even inventively. 

One home the Clarks remember “The Leaning 
Tower.” Under water the spring, burned and warped 
the summer sun, the house leaned and leaned and 
fell down shortly after they moved out. The 
were not all hardship however. The waters 
brought down furniture,” animals, and once even 
ade luxe privy. Also during flood time, the refugees 
were furnished meals the school house and allowed 
tosleep the class rooms. This for the Clarks was un- 
precedented luxury. Clark’s account the 1937 flood 
with the victims alternately promising reform and 
cursing the rising waters comic classic. 

Father Clark was unsuccessful cobbler who supple- 
mented his income playing hillbilly band. 
Mother Clark took laundry, but part her income 
went fortune tellers. The eight Clark children all 
managed something supplement the family in- 
come; older brother collected town garbage and sold 
nearby pig farms. Billy caught and sold minnows, 
frogs, turtles, catfish, carp, garfish, and fur- 
mink, muskrats, and groundhogs. For food the 
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family could always count what Billy caught and 
the corn, watermelon, chickens, and duck the boys 
“brought in.” six Billy could swim across the Ohio, 
and fourteen was employed the state rescue 
flood victims using his “joeboat.” 


School presented special difficulties the Clark chil- 
dren. Their clothing was handed down often that 
former owners recognized knickers and coats and taunt- 
the children. Billy’s uncut shoulder-length hair was 
washed only during his foraging expeditions the 
rivers. Often was sent home from school with can 
coal oil and told not return until his head was 
clean. There are lively accounts the moonshine in- 
dustry and the brief interlude cock fighting 
marvel personality and local color. 

Despite the lack education his parents and neigh- 
bors, Billy determined that would get college 
some day. managed put himself through high 
school getting lodging the City Building, serving 
volunteer fireman, cleaning the city jail, winding the 
town clock, trapping, and playing band. The ac- 
count ends with Billy’s graduation from high school. 
Wearing his first necktie, dabbling his barefeet the 
river, dreams the University Kentucky. his 
career there should lead sequel, would 
most welcome. Comparison Clark Mark Twain 
inevitable and mutatis mutandis the modern need not 
ashamed his account life along the Big Sandy. 


Stephen Laut, S.J. 


Sergeant, Elizabeth Shepley 


Robert Frost: The Trial Existence 
Rinehart Winston. June 17, 1960. $6.00. 


When Robert Frost spoke Boston College his 84th 
birthday, two years ago, was surprised celebra- 


tion his honor. didn’t know there was 
celebration,” said, “but greatest regret today 
that I’ll never able dateline letter with the year 
2000.” Ten years ago, when first met Mr. Frost, 
brought the question his age, whether were 
born 1874 1875, whereupon answered that 
didn’t really know, nor did care particularly, for 
the time was more interested the age and health 
his dog Gully. 

Whatever his age, (and now conceded 86), 
Robert Frost has from the beginning been im- 
portant secret—the secret humor, the rarest secret 
particular age. 

Miss Sergeant has brought out the ageless quality 
Frost her biographical interpretation America’s 
beloved poet. what has done but what and 
what says, poetry speech, give this man place 
American history. Just his poems have their dis- 
tinctive air, his conversation unlike anything heard 
enough add spice and savor ordinary thought. 
Miss Sergeant has had ample opportunity catch the 
Frostian flavor many her conversations with him 
over period thirty years, and catch she does. 


One Frost’s first statements me, after our intro- 
duction, was question: “Have you tried examine 
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yet, see I’m orthodox?” Then, after pause, 
added, “Leave that the Ph.D. people. They’re 
good that.” Miss Sergeant has wisely refrained from 
trying pigeon-hole Frost, who has craftily evaded 
philosophic theological categories. “I’m not interested 
the problem good vs. evil. What interested 
good vs. good. told Amy Lowell once, ‘You 
always have get villain your poetry; you won’t 
find any villains mine.’ 

The combination biography and fairly light critical 
analysis works wonders this highly readable book 
which should the hands every admirer 
Frost. One students once said, one 
reading poem Robert Frost’s, his chances feel- 
ing ‘left-out’ are next nil.” Miss Sergeant, too, has 
the power bringing the reader into the book. 


Arthur MacGillivray, S.J. 
Boston College 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Saunders, Philip Dr. Panto Fogo 
Prentice-Hall. July 276p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This autobiography the life story incredible, 
amoral, adventuresome Englishman. The title the 


book derives from accident train Brazil when 
the author’s pants caught fire. The “Doctor” was 
deference his profession engineer; the “Panto 
Fogo” Portugese approximation “burning pants.” 
Most the book the same spirit wild, im- 
probable adventure. 


The author grew turn-of-the-century, well-to- 
do, British household. early age entered 
preparatory school for the Royal Navy and saw service 
fifteen-year-old the fleet during World War 
Nearly all his experiences the navy and after have 
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the character humorous nightmare. There grim 
humor the account the sinking his battleship 
during the Galipoli campaign. Most the crew 
lost, but Saunders managed rescued after wild 
night the sea. 


Following the war there was salvage work 
with some extracurricular romance and real estate 
speculation mixed after hours. Here began pat. 
tern life that the author seemed incapable 
ing: whenever worked for some employer, Saunders’ 
active mind found short cuts, labor-saving devices, and 
new methods operation. However his genius went 
unappreciated and was inevitably fired. Discharged 
Brazil, tried the gold field and diamond 
South Africa. was while working diamond 
mine that invented the Saunders valve (from 
ing short-cut invented native laborer). When 
this valve was finally patented, the author’s fame and 
fortune were assured. 


The invention got him England and into the 
facturing game, but this did not appeal his sense 
adventure. America called and, putting his business 
the hands associates, set out explore Canada 
and the United States. The associates proved im- 
competent larcenous and had take time out 
from play straighten out his business. The Second 
World War and the author’s breakdown are handled 
ate. 


The book filled with scores coincidences, accidents, 
and pranks nature. Left naked, passportless, alone, 
and hungry the African bush result flash 
flood, nevertheless rescued—and bawdy tale 
When his fortunes are lowest, former mistress 
sends him large sum from Brazil, the result 
real estate venture engaged many years ago. the 
course the tale, the author lives with five six 
women, but all unreal. “No. 1”, whom has 
couple children never portrayed. leam 
nothing her looks, personality, emotions. Even 
the author’s prejudices against socialism, religion, and 
conventional morality seem pose. There some 
reality the account salvage operations and mining 
gold and diamonds. But this essentially fabliau 
about overly-cute, boasting, bawdy adventurer. 
sounds like the sort tale one might hear bar 
rainy Tuesday evening. 
Stephen Laut, S.J. 
Wheeling College 


Eiseley, Loren. The Firmament Time 
Atheneum. July 25, 1960. 183p. $3.50. 


The author The Immense Journey and 
Century does not disappoint this little book 
essays, the excellent stylist has not lost his touch, nor his 
human touch, either. The essays are the edited version 
the author’s lectures the University Cincinnati 
1959. very general way they explore the theory 
evolution and its implications for present-day man. 


The maintains that the object his 


scientific scrutiny man: man fit subject for 


natural science. The titles the essays emphasize this 
approach from the first, “How the World Became 
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Natural,” the last, “How Natural Natural?”. The 
elements the essays reflect the erudition 
that made Darwin’s Century such solid book. 


Ingeneral, the philosophy the author the side 
the angels. Thus, early the first essay, come 
passage, 8): 
“For many the Biblical bush still burns, and there 
deep mystery the heart simple seed. seem for 
time telling the story how man came under the 
domain law, how reluctantly gave his dreams and 
found his own footsteps wandering backward until some 
far hillside they were transmuted into the footprints 
beast, only that may assess more clearly that strange 
world into which have been born—we, compounded 
dust and the lights star.” 
Unfortunately, least for this reader, Eiseley leaves 
the impression that religion fought retreating battle. 
The revision the primitive idea God personally 
and immediately interfering observable phenomena, 
and the substitution the concept natural laws, does 
not obviate the creative immediacy God every 
are aware what inadequately 
call God’s concurrence. This means that God did not 
merely create once and for all, and then leave the ma- 
chine its own devices, the Deists proposed. the 
contrary, God, upon whom all outside Himself depends 
for existence, actively participates the being and 
activities His creatures. 


The author very clear about the fact that Science 

not all. Thus writes the end the essay, “How 

Human Man?”, (pp.148-9): 
“Tt (the statement colleague) was not denial science. 
was final recognition that science not enough for 
man. not the road back the waiting Garden, for that 
road lies through the heart man. Only when man has 
recognized this fact will science become what was for 
Bacon, something speak ‘touching upon Hope’. Only 
then will man truly human”. 


everybody enjoys this book much did. 


Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D., 
Fordham University 


East, The Magnolia Jungle 
Simon and Schuster. July 243p. $3.95. 


The author, editor unique small-town newspaper 
The Petal Paper, here presents autobiography 
rather different least one respect from the many 
being published these days. The difference lies this— 
that Mr. East, puzzle those who come contact 
with him, seems something mystery him- 
and may have written this book effort 
others, 


East has become quite controversial man his 
Mississippi since assumed editorship The 
Petal Paper the little town Petal. The paper started 
enough within its tiny community, and 
Mr. East built its subscription list 
couple thousand. The editor had joined the Kiwanis 
and generally fit into the community fairly well. Then 
tame period fence-sitting controversial issues, 
not wishing offend the political social sensi- 
his subscribers advertisers. Eventually fol- 
lowed time introspection, and then the decision 


was cost East his friends, his subscribers and 
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his advertisers—and almost his livelihood—for dis- 
covered that could not reconcile his fence-straddling 
with the convictions felt most deeply. The guiding 
principle The Petal Paper then became fairness, and 
social justice took prominent place the paper’s 
editorials. 

The book’s title the author’s term for his native state 
fact which contributes little his popularity. 
has taken all but one-man stand against Senator 
James Eastland (“Our the White Citizens’ 
Councils, and bigotry and injustice general. His chief 
weapon ridicule, since logic accomplishes little against 
prejudice. Consequently the number The Petal 
Paper’s subscribers the town Petal has dropped 
one two, while its nationwide popularity increas- 
ing—a trend likely continue after this book 
circulation for while. 


The first half The Magnolia Jungle relates East’s life 
and education, and interesting the reader trace 
the experiences the author’s youth which contributed 
the convictions his maturity. This timely book 
(an adjective generally overused publishers, but here 
indeed applicable), and one recommended the 


general public. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Shaplen, Robert Kreuger, Genius and Swindler 
Knopf. July $4.50. (Ila) 


The world finance, known for its shrewd heads, must 
find humbling realize now and too late, that Ivar 
Kreuger reality—a man whose bravado and skill 
astounded and swindled globe. Untold millions passed 
through the manipulating hands this unassuming per- 
son with little background great gifts mind and ab- 
solutely morals. Only the great depression the 
Thirties brought him low coward’s death the 
end his own pistol. Robert Shaplen, journalist and 
specialist swindlers ,has researched soundly and given 
comprehensive, well paced biography. will ap- 
peal adults; those whose days were numbered 
about those years and especially anyone interested 
the workings high finance. 

his introduction this work John Kenneth Gal- 
braith lists three weaknesses which undermine our sys- 


tem money. First all there the tendency con- 


fuse good manners, good tailoring and above all im- 
pressive bearing and speech with integrity and intelli- 
gence. There disastrous inderdependence. The hon- 
est man becomes committed the crook and then 
must protect him protect himself. Thirdly there 
the dangerous cliche that the financial world every- 
thing depends confidence .These soft points became 
meat for Ivar Kreuger. August 1900, years old, 
Kreuger arrived New York from Sweden. his 
suicide death March 12, 1932, would always 
fond America and New York, for was caught 
once with its excitement and its challenge. 
means was success early jobs real estate, archi- 
tecture, engineering. But bided his time and 
worked hard and learned. child was not 
marked with sense honesty and throughout his life 
there remarkable absence any moral code. 
thorough egotist and yet rarely were the signs given 


160 


which would have warned dozing world. was 
quiet, unassuming, apologetic manner—always the 
gentleman. that this day, despite accumulated 
evidence, there are those who doubt his enormous swin- 
dle and volunteer nuns kept watch about his body and 
around the clock although gave never nod any 
kind religion. 


The Swedish Match King had mind that was agile 
and swift, with great gifts memory and gambler’s 
reckless nerve. Within the man ,mirrored his private 
life, find glimpses cruel, selfish nature 
only many mistresses and few close friends. 
Robert Shaplen shows man insensitive pain, with 
poor taste art and care for children; man who 
defined gratitude “the feeling one has that one can 
get more from the same source.” But great ones the 
world, leaders like our own President Hoover along 
with the Morgans, the Rockefellers ,the Drexels, missed 
any tell tale signs. So, this kind man warning and 
his life can parable. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Md. 


Eichenlaub, John E., M.D. 

Minnesota Doctor’s Home Remedies for 

Common and Uncommon Ailments 
Prentice-Hall. July 10, 1960. 252pp. $4.95. (I) 
What with the various doctors from various states writ- 
ing books how keep healthy with home remedies, 
the AMA may soon apply for government assistance 
disaster area. Before that day comes will well 
supplied with do-it-yourself tonics and treatments. 
Dr. Eichenlaub quack, faddist with question- 
able credentials. graduate Johns Hopkins and 
practiced many years old-fashioned family doctor. 
1953 turned writing and teaching better 
means providing greater number people with in- 
formation about home remedies. “Very few people can 
doctor for every hurt, misery, disorder. They 
have weigh their distress against the time and money 
physican’s care would consume. The book solves 
the dilemma doctor’s care versus stoical neglect 
giving you third choice: well managed, effective, con- 
venient home measures.” Thus the author states his 
case. 


Not being much authority medicines—our little 
family blessedly healthy—I asked local doctor for his 
opinion. Like Dr. Eichenlaub general practitioner with 
wide experience, had only praise for the book, de- 
scribing solidly grounded and real worth. 
pointed out particular that while the patient in- 
structed home remedies for simple ailments, 
urged seek medical advice for more serious condi- 
tions. 


From point view, Dr. Eichenlaub certainly 
covers the field, from abscessed teeth uses for zinc 
oxide ointment, including allergies, backaches, insomnia, 
smoking (how quit), and ulcers. does not, like the 
Vermont doctor, stress honey and vinegar all- 
purpose panacea, but makes use number thera- 
peutics found the average household: baking soda, 
rubbing alcohol, castor oil, Vaseline. Not intended 


Best 

short course medicine but rather “directions for 
dreds simple home remedies, tonics, and knows tha 
actants with which meet avoid about 200 
and serious ailments,” should useful 
home. 
Mary O’C. Moriarty, not 
Fredericksburg, Va. the 
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Untermeyer, Sophie Guggenheimer and 

Alix Williamson Mother 
Doubleday. July 8,1960. 213p. $3.95. (I) 

Minnie Schafer married Charles 
April 22, 1903, came under the domination Mam 
Eliza Guggenheimer, who never approved the 
riage, and began inferiority complex, from 
she still suffers. After ten years trying 
Eliza expected her be, Minnie suffered 
breakdown when her first daughter died. She was asked 
help arranging for the outdoor concerts New 
York’s Lewisohn Stadium and, feeling that this 
give her needed outlet and opportunity 
Eliza Guggenheimer, she entered into 
whole-heartedly. 

Others have helped along the way but for over 
years Minnie has been the financial and managing direc. 
tor these successful summer concerts. Mother 
Minnie the story these concerts, told 
daughter and the publicity agent for the outdoor 
certs. But also the telling many happenings 
utterings (many poor taste) the life Minnie. 
the concert-goers New York, she needs 
duction but Jack Paar sums all his introductio 
the book. Speaking interviewing her, 
done many times, says “It’s like talking 
Mother, when she’s been drinking.” 

There doubt that she has contributed greatly 
music and life New York starting and 
the Stadium Concerts. There also doubt that 
daughter has contributed nothing value 
memoirs her mother’s unwitted remarks. 


the risk appearing blue nose, this reader 
that Minnie Mother may light reading for certain 
class but nothing cultivate the mind. 


John Cullen, AB, LLB. 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Keyhoe, Major Donald 

Flying Saucers: Top Secret 
Putnam. 1960. 283p. $3.95. 
For the past two millions years, during which the 
Marine Corps has been existence and has been 
best fighting force earth, has feuded with 
the other branches services the U.S. Armed Forces 
Major Donald Keyhoe, author Flying Saucers: Top 
Secret, has taken his old shivook and has clobbered 
the U.S. Air Force about the head and ears 
vigor that scarcely matched modern 
feudsmanship. 


Keyhoe top dog outfit that investigating 
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that his thesis true and fighting with every 


weapon its command keep the truth from the 
American people. His book fascinating series cita- 


sightings made awfully respectable people 
not only have guaranteed sense integrity but 
the top professional and scientific talents report 
precisely what they have seen. also series 
citations the work done the U.S. Air Force 
the truth after the cat had gotten out the 
think that metaphor got away from me.) 


not prepared swallow Major Keyhoe’s entire 


one all consuming gulp. weakens his point 
the end the book when not only 
maintains that these creatures are from outer space 
their flying saucers, but actually sets about out 
planet which star they came from. This 


wreath the enemy and they are probably 


that the entire book can tossed aside just 
hog-wash turning the mad season the 
year. Major Keyhoe must respectable man and his 
reports and the retribution following the 
must have very large basis fact. has, 
ays, the documentation back all his statements 
and inclined believe telling the truth. If, 
indeed, the reports cited are complete Major Key- 
hoe states them be, then feel with Major Keyhoe 
that congressional inquiry into the nature U.F.O.’s 
and the work the Air Force suppressing the truth 
reports U.F.O.’s, certainly order and join 
voice with his making this demand. 


the flying saucers have nothing with creatures 
fom outer space, the Air Force has nothing lose 
such inquiry. If, however, the flying saucers are not 
real but are the first contacts with beings from 
worlds then think the Public Relations Chief 
the Air Force should relieved his job immediately 
and the Commanding General the Air Force should 
beaten with scorpions. any event—good reading 
for people with low blood pressure. very angry 
book, 


Francis O’Gorman, Major 
Air Force Reserve 


Meseguer, Pedro, S.J. The Secret Dreams 
Newman. June 30, 1960. 232p. $4.75. 


(Catholic Book Choice—July 


The author this study distinguished theologian, 
and internationally acclaimed authority 
what himself calls the “thorny” question dreams, 
the science widely discredited account the 
quackery popularly associated with it. That this book 


which received the Spanish Psychological 


Pilar Sangro Prize 1957 may much dispel ad- 
opinions seems certain. 


Though serious tone, Father Meseguer’s discussion 
for the lay reader. follows the history 
from the earliest times,’ recalling Greek, 

bic and Jewish points view the analysis 

phenomena. indicates the importance 
treatises Dreams and Prophecy 
Cicero’s Divinatione, St. Augustine’s preoc- 
with phantasy; well the moderate posi- 
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tion natural and supernatural causes achieved 
the Scholastics. concludes the survey the nine- 
teenth century with the investigations the reaction- 
aries the causes underlying human behavior and 
the approaches the transcendentalists who veered 
into myth and nature mysticism and provided the back- 
ground for the age psychoanalysis introduced 

Freud. 


Along with everything else, the dream came under the 
microscopic scrutiny mid-nineteenth century “scien- 
method and left behind the “speculations” 
psychology. Dreaming, its conditions, characteristics, 
origins, elements, sensations, and forth are thoroughly 
examined here the light the new discoveries. The 
author continues chapter devoted depth psy- 
chology relation dreams and concedes Freud 
and Jung leadership dream analysis. further pre- 
sentation telepathic, prophetic and mystic dreams 
leads the final and more lengthy chapter 
dreams and spiritual direction. 


Pointing out that dreams have been ac- 
cepted part Catholic tradition through the cen- 
turies, Father Meseguer throws light the relationship 
between dreams and spiritual life. illustrates dreams 
source temptation and weighs the question 
moral responsibility dreams. The dream source 
information the spiritual director about the state 
the soul and, properly interpreted, source in- 
struction and guidance the penitent, follows. Father 
Meseguer provides basis practical method 
utilizing dreams spiritual direction but emphasizes 
that “strict psychotherapeutic treatment the mentally 
ill falls outside the scope these considerations”. 
points out that dealing only with educative tech- 
niques, “directives”. The role the unconscious 
the spiritual life has been illustrated the past 
the lives many saints and Father Meseguer refers 
particular the experiences St. John Bosco. Dream- 
ers then are potential saints and, granting the import- 
ance this phenomenon, one must conclude that this 
book offers spiritual directors especially and those 
interested the relation this area the unconscious 
the conscious, sane, authoritative handbook the 
subject. 
Rosemary McCormick 
Toronto, Canada 


Montgomery, Robert 
Sacco-Vanzetti. The Murder and the Myth. 
The Devin-Adair Company. 370pp. $5.00. (Ila) 


Thirty-three years have passed since Nicola Sacco and 
Bartolomeo Vanzetti were executed Massachusetts 
for the murders paymaster and his guard during 
attempted holdup more than seven years previously. 
generation has grown which largely unfamiliar 
with the celebrated case, despite the vigorous efforts 
some writers, principally liberalists and leftists, keep 
the matter alive infamous miscarriage Ameri- 
can justice. Recently the story was retold two-part, 
semi-fictional television dramatization which left little 
doubt that the two defendants were “railroaded” the 
chair because they were aliens and radicals and not be- 
cause they were guilty the robbery murders for which 
they were convicted. 
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Now comes Robert Montgomery, respected, 71- 
year-old Massachusetts lawyer, who has “had time and 
inclination examine the whole record and all the 
documents and consider every criticism the trial 
and the conviction.” His exhaustive and thoroughly pro- 
fessional study arrives conclusions far different from 
those television playwright. decides that the 
basis the evidence Sacco and were guilty 
the murders, that they had fair trial, that just 
verdict was returned and that their immigrant status 
and anarchistic opinions had nothing with the 
facts which led their conviction. 

But Mr. Montgomery does more. offers substantial 
grounds for the belief that “myth” their innocence 
has been promulgated assortment sentimen- 
talists, eggheads, Communists and fellow 
which has tended discredit the American judicial 
system and our institutions generally. his search for 
truth minces words and excuses person 
eminence. Historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr., the 
late author and comedian Robert Benchley, Pennsyl- 
vania Supreme Court Justice Michael Musmanno 
and, particularly, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Felix 
Frankfurter are among the participants the case and 
the myth whom Mr. Montgomery turns the wither- 
ing fire his analysis. 

the other hand, the author comes the defense 
figures the case whose reputations have been vilified 
over the years the “mythmakers.” finds that the 
trial was conducted honestly and without partiality 
Judge Webster Thayer, and that the prosecution, head- 
District Attorney Frederick Katzmann, pre- 
sented case facts and not prejudice. makes 
the telling points that years later the living jurors all 
affirmed that their verdict was based the evidence 
and that the radicalism the defendants never entered 
the deliberations. The subsequent review the pro- 
cedings Massachusetts Governor Alvin Fuller and 
his Advisory Committee (Probate Judge Robert Grant, 
Harvard President Abbott Lowell and M.I.T. Presi- 
dent Samuel Stratton) was both competent and un- 
biased, Mr. Montgomery demonstrates. demolishes 
one one the arguments propa- 
gandists that the murders were committed other 


parties. 

This book does not make easy reading, since all the 
multitudinous angles the complicated case are min- 
utely explored. The reader should bring the volume 
some basic knowledge the case and some acquaint- 
ance with the major articles and books which have 
been written about it. Mr. Montgomery writes frequent- 
legal style, because must, and his material 
arranged more like court document than chrono- 
logical narrative which would give more exciting but 
less accurate picture .But the brilliance this seasoned 
lawyer’s reasoning shines through the necessary mass 
detail .One cannot help but impressed the pain- 
staking lengths which the author has gone ferret 
out each elusive truth. 

Mr. Montgomery’s closing words give reason for con- 
cern. does not think that truth will prevail against 
the Sacco-Vanzetti-Myth, greatest lie them all.” 
Considering the latest acquittal the pair television, 
his expectations are well-founded. The “myth” still 
growing. Unfortunately, Mr. Montgomery’s thought- 


ful study will not lend itself facile dramatization Wyatt 
myth. These are disturbing reflections. 
John Clarke, Ph.D., 
The Scranton Times 

Waters, Frank The Earp Brothers Tombstone 
Clarkson Potter. June 16, 1960. 247p. $5.00. (Ila) Abbot 
This book has curious history. was prepared 
ublication years ago; the 
years ago; but publisher could 
found. However, another book called The Colorado 
the author included chapter about outlaws which 
presented damning indictment Wyatt Earp. This 
aroused the ire Stuart Lake, author Wyatt Earp, 
Frontier Marshall, which purported the authentic (33 
history Wyatt. Lake threatened suit. But when one 
his lawyers investigated the files the Arizona 
Pioneers’ Historical Society, which Mr. Waters had sparec 
turned over his manuscript, the suit was promptly 
dropped. Waters was willing let his record Mardonius 
remain where they were, but much interest has been sons but 
careers, that many Western buffs were clamoring for 
more evidence and the secretary the Pioneers’ Society 
urged the author publish. sincere pag 
The book itself relies heavily the testimony Julian was 
Virgil Earp, given years after the chief events, the habitually 
famous gun-fight the O.K. corral, which some vising his 
might recognize the theme the motion picture “My furthe 
Darling Clementine,” name but one version. Allie, semmed 
she was called, had love for Wyatt. She detested convinced 
his influence his brothers, particularly her husband, 
and resented his treatment Mattie, the woman with 
whom Wyatt was living during his stay Tombstone 
but whom would never publicly acknowledge (save 
for one trip the opera house), while good deal harbored 
the time was paying court another woman the 
eventually became his third wife. Wyatt never Asojourn 
marshall Tombstone. Virgil was, least part the Athens terr 
time, and occasionally deputized his brothers and where 
Doc’ Holliday. Such was the fact the case the 
famous gun-fight. Allie’s testimony, the author was 
strong suspicion that the real reason for the fight was the greater 
not that the Clanton-McLowery faction were bad men months 
and the Earp crowd represented law-and-order, but Atthe age 
that Wyatt and Holliday wanted cover their part Augustus. 
previously unsuccessful stagecoach robbery which the gods 
two men lost their lives. the fatal day, Billy Clan the Roman 
ton, Frank and Tom McLowery were killed one side Mithraic 
and Morgan and Virgil Earp were wounded the over 
other. Ike Clanton, Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday were proving aut 
uninjured; but the two latter were arrested and hear obs 
ing was held before Judge Spicer. The author gives the pagans 
Tombstone. Spicer practically accepted felt that 
version events and freed the men. Pre 
soon after killed Morgan and seriously wounded pleted 
who left Tombstone. Wyatt and Holliday also gia spe: 
Tombstone after some little posturing and joining age 
rid the state criminal elements. the 
not think the author proves many the 


has about Wyatt; but least shows that Wyat 
scarcely fit subject for canonization. For 
Western fans, this book serves more likely 
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Wyatt Earp’s actual career than the movie 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University 


Ricciotti, Giuseppe Julian the Apostate 
July 14, 1960. 275p. $4.95. 

Abbot Guiseppe Ricciotti again merits praise for his 
but effective narrative style his latest work, 
the Apostate. follows his other works 
series early Christendom, following The 
life Christ, Paul The Apostle, Acts The Apostles, 
with The History Israel, The Age The 
Martyrs, and now gives his work Julian. 


julian (331-363) was nephew Constantine the 
Great. the age six the majority his male 
were killed “palace revolution”. Julian 
was spared because was mere child. The early 
the future emperor was entrusted 
Mardonius who not only gave him his first formal les- 
but also accompanied him when went other 
was this pedagogue, who imparted the 
philosophy introducing Plato, Socrates, 
Aristotle. feels that Mardonius was 
pagan rather than Arian Christian. 

julian was exacting everything did. was 
habitually and wrote feverishly, rarely re- 
his original manuscript. His Hellenistic training 
further impetus his hatred Christianity which 
from the killing his relatives. was 
that Constantine, Christian, was solely 
for this slaughter. Though made public 
manifestations belief Christianity, was means 
deception. rarely made distinction between 
Arianism and true Christianity. the same time 
harbored desire restore the worship the gods 
with the splendor old. 

Asojourn this talented, energetic, and bold leader 
Athens terminated with summons depart for Gaul 
where displayed his ability civil administrator and 
military commander. Gaul was difficult control; 
was the verge financial chaos. transacted 
the greater part administrative matters the winter 
months when military operations were standstill. 
Atthe age was Caesar; was proclaimed 
Augustus. felt that was under direct guidance 
the gods great religious and political mission for 
Empire. This fanatical conviction inspired 
Mithraic mysteries led restoration pagan 
over which Julian set himself the final ap- 
authority matters discipline and cere- 
monial observances. Christians were replaced 
pagans all phases public life. 

his supposed problem with Christians, Julian 
felt that had settle Persian difficulties once and for 
Preparations for this fatal campaign were com- 
the spring 363. was wounded Phry- 
spear and died result the wound the 
age 

Tothe scholar this book invaluable; the dilettante 


Rev. Bernard Hrico 
New Castle, Pa. 
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Robert, and Tricot (Editors) 
Guide the Bible, Vol. 
Desclée. July 15,1960. $8.00. 


Bravos are order for all who contributed this 
magnificent achievement: for Desclée reason 
their courage and daring publishers; for Edward 
Arbez, S.S., and for Martine McGuire, 
Ph.D., reason their industry and perspicacity 
preparing this new translation. 

This new English translation the 1954 edition 
Initiation Biblique substantially different from the 
English edition 1951. Those who appreciated that 
first edition will find vast, new stores biblical scholar- 
ship this new English edition. The contribution 
Father Arbez bibliographies, which feature the books 
and articles English and American biblical scholars, 

All who are interested, teachers students, 
biblical studies will find this volume valuable addition 
their personal libraries. College libraries must con- 
sider this volume 


McKee, Alexander Black Saturday 
Rinehart Winston. July 25, 1960. 211p. $4.50. 
a 
Shortly after One A.M., Saturday, the 14th Octo- 
ber, 1939, H.M.S. Royal Oak was sunk Scapa Flow. 
Whether German submarine sabotage still de- 
bated and the British Admiralty, spite investiga- 
tions divers and courts inquiry, refuses unlock 
the seal secrecy surrounding its findings. The ques- 
tion the morale the survivors was uppermost 
the time and after the British had announced the sink- 
ing, when Germany gave honor the captain the 
U-47 for his alleged deed, was never denied. 
McKee has dedicated his story the sinking the 
Royal Oak, the unwritten, undecorated survivors 
that dreadful night, and the unrecognized heroes who 
did not survive. There the possibility, also, that Mc- 
Kee attempting set the record straight regards 
the cause this disaster, for portion the book 
used point out the discrepancies the Log Book 
the U-boat commander and his press releases. 
After brief description Scapa Flow, “at the end 
the world,” McKee gives pages intimate scenes 
horror, heroism and death related the survivors, 
pages rescue efforts and pages argument 
against submarine having caused the disaster. Ack- 
nowledgments assistance and list survivors, 
plus lengthy index, complete wonderful memorial 
the Royal Oak and its crew. 
There recommend the book for general read- 
ing but certainly may added the growing list 
histories specific actions events the late 


World War. 

John Cullen, Lt. Comdr., U.S.N.R., 

Chevy Chase, Md. 

Phillips, Lucas. The Greatest Raid All 
Little, Brown-Atlantic. July 27, 1960 270p. $4.95 (I) 
Mr. Phillips has reconstructed the preparations for and 
the execution the bold and costly raid the harbor 


St. Nazaire the end March, 1942. The purpose 
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the raid was, primarily, prevent the from 
making that port the Loire estuary haven. The 
method put the big Normandie drydock out action 
was ram old destroyer into its mouth and blow 
up. The raid was successful that put St. Nazaire’s 
docking facilities out use for ten years. But number 
lives had sacrificed, and Mr. Phillips’ account 
the heroism the some 600 men the British Com- 
mandos who took part this raid thrilling and 
touching. Maps and photographs help explain and 
make clear the strategy the raid. Recommended 
reading for all. 


Marsh, Irving and Edward Ehre (Editors) 
Best Sports Stories—1960 
Dutton. June 30, 1960. 336p. $3.95. 


This the 16th volume Dutton’s series sports- 
stories annuals. Included this anthology are stories 
from newspapers and magazines well typical 
action photographs covering the entire gamut athletic 
activities. Startling fans will the iconolastic story 
“The Real Babe Ruth” Joe Dugan, which the 
King Swat presented “god with feet clay.” 
So, too, Stump’s gossipy “Baseball’s Greatest Head- 
ache: Dames.” Among the photos, “You” has humor, 
“Suds Your Eyes” human interest, and “Blocked 
Punt” tense drama. Sports fans will find the book 
few evenings delightful reminiscing along with some 
the aforementioned debunking. 


Brother Alfred, 
Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine 


Bloeme, Sidney Allyn 
Dresser. 1960. 434p. $6.50. 


View-hunting Italy 
you wish tour and photograph the scenery 
Italy—for the first time not—then you will well 
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Best 


take along this book, View-hunting Italy. Th, 
authors, Sydney and Allyn Bloeme, have keyed 
book around the problem how get the 
scenery, both natural and ancient, out Italy; the 
they contributed bit almost every kind inform, 


tion the American tourist would need: about 


and when eat, what buy, about tourist 


centers, excursions take, what wear, money 


use, youth hostels and campsites, focal points Rom: 
bits history and folk lore, and pictures, 
They did not forget, either, where stay; matte 
fact, they list the numbers the hotel rooms thy 
have the best views and sometimes even the 
the better see from. 


Every province Italy covered from Aosta 
Calabria, with special attention tourist neglecte 
scenery. But Venice, Florence, Naples are not neglected 
and for Rome the authors have devised 
“proximity code” help the traveler find many 
possible the listed highspots. 


Only one matter seems neglected: 
haps there will plethora maps when all 
there, but help our vicarious travelling, the book 
could very well have included maps show 
more than just the general location provinces and 
principal cities. 


Other travel books give more historical 
give more completely the feeling the country, 
present more accurate information for the gourmet, 
include more specific information tipping and 
taining travel accommodations. But none have added 
this ragout the distinctive flavor “view-hunting’ 
And the reader desires, may join the 
hunters Club” without dues and exchange travel 
information, and photographs. the Bloemes 
“Happy View-hunting!” 


Richard Meyer 
South Orange, 
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